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National Dairy Producers Conference to Focus on Farm Bill, Immigration Reform Challenges 

 
ARLINGTON, VA – The outlook for a new farm bill, and a better safety net for dairy farmers, will 
be one of the key sessions at the upcoming National Dairy Producers Conference (NDPC) April 7 
– 9 in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
 
The conference, open to dairy farmers from across the country, will provide an in-depth 
discussion of the issues facing the dairy industry, with educational discussions on topics ranging 
from farm policy to immigration reform to agricultural finance. The meeting is organized by the 
National Milk Producers Federation (NMPF). 
 
On Monday, April 8th, a two-hour session will address the prospects in 2013 for the NMPF-
backed dairy reforms contained in the 2012 Farm Bill. That session will feature presentations 
from congressional staff, NMPF leadership, and agricultural economists – all discussing the 
outlook for getting the Dairy Security Act (DSA) passed this year, and how that measure would 
benefit farmers. Although the DSA came close to passage at the end of 2012, the agriculture 
committees in the House and Senate will have to restart the farm bill process this spring. The 
NDPC panel will review how that process will unfold, and will examine why a dairy margin 
insurance program with market stabilization will provide better financial protection for farmers 
compared to current programs. 
 
"The National Dairy Producers Conference is the only forum where dairy farmers from across 
America can meet together and have in-depth discussions about the policy issues affecting 
them," said Jerry Kozak, President and CEO of NMPF. "There’s no shortage of major challenges 
right now in our business. The focus of this conference is on addressing solutions for the 
future." 
 
In addition to reviewing the farm bill, the conference will include another session about the 
prospect for immigration reform legislation on Capitol Hill, with presentations from individuals 
representing dairy farmers, the White House and Congress. The National Dairy Producers 
Conference will also examine the state of the agricultural banking sector as it relates to dairy 
farming. A trade policy panel will address how the U.S. can both protect and promote its dairy 
products in world markets, while a panel on dairy cow marketing will focus on the marketing of 
cull dairy cows. 
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Guest speakers at the NDPC include Purdue agricultural economist Christopher Hurt, who will 
review the outlook for feed prices this year, and Bill Weldon of Elanco, who will discuss new 
ideas under development for products to enhance a dairy cow’s productivity. 
 
The NDPC sessions will be preceded by an optional farm tour that will take place on Sunday, 
April 7th. Participants will be able to get an insider tour of Fair Oaks Farms, one of the largest 
dairies in the country, with a consumer education facility. 
 
Although the conference is geared primarily toward dairy producers, anyone with a stake in the 
dairy industry is invited to attend. This may include dairy cooperative executives and directors, 
dairy processors, suppliers and consultants to the dairy industry, state and federal regulators, 
promotion organization executives, and academics. 
 
The hotel registration deadline is March 14th. More information on the NDPC is available at 
www.nmpf.org/NDPC. 
 

### 
 
The National Milk Producers Federation, based in Arlington, VA, develops and carries out policies that advance the 
well-being of dairy producers and the cooperatives they own. The members of NMPF’s 30 cooperatives produce 
the majority of the U.S. milk supply, making NMPF the voice of more than 32,000 dairy producers on Capitol Hill 
and with government agencies. Visit www.nmpf.org for more information. 
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