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The Honorable Secretary Ed Shafer  
U.S. Department of Agriculture  
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.  
Washington, DC 20250 
 
July 31, 2008 
 
Dear Secretary Shafer, 
 
I am writing because the recent release of the USDA Office of Inspector General (OIG) report 
from March 2008 (Report No. 50601-0012-CH) again highlights the potential hazards to 
America’s cattle health infrastructure posed by BSE-infected Canadian livestock that may be 
imported into the U.S. and not receive adequate tracking and monitoring. Because of this, the 
National Milk Producers Federation (NMPF) continues to oppose the importation of cattle 
from Canada for breeding or herd replacement purposes. Cattle imported for breeding or herd 
replacement purposes may not show clinical symptoms of BSE infection for many years, 
allowing BSE to incubate in U.S. cattle herds. In addition, any offspring from these cattle will 
also reside in the U.S. cattle population.  If any of these animals are confirmed positive for 
BSE, both domestic and export markets for U.S. producers will be disrupted. The significant 
economic impact of importing a BSE positive animal from Canada will be borne by U.S. 
producers. 
 
The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) continues to confirm new cases of BSE every 
few months. It is apparent that Canada has not effectively contained BSE within its cattle 
population. As illustrated in the bullets below, nine BSE positive animals identified in Canada 
were born after the Canadian feed ban went into effect in 1997.  Seven BSE positive animals 
identified in Canada were born after the USDA-determined date of effective enforcement 
(March 1, 1999) of the Canadian feed ban. The enforcement of the 1997 Canadian feed ban 
does not appear to be effective in preventing the spread of BSE in Canada. 
 

• BSE case confirmed on January 11, 2005 – 7 year old Charolais beef cow born March 
21, 1998 

• BSE case confirmed on January 22, 2006 – 6 year old Holstein-Hereford cross cow 
born April 15, 2000 

• BSE case confirmed on April 16, 2006 – 6 year old Holstein cow born April 29, 2000 
• BSE case confirmed on July 13, 2006 – 50 month old purebred dairy animal born 

April 22, 2002  
• BSE case confirmed on August 23, 2006 – 8 to 10 year old Charolais crossbred beef 

cow born between 1996 and 1998 
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• BSE case confirmed on February 7, 2007 – 79 month old mature Angus bull born in 
2000 

• BSE case confirmed on May 2, 2007 – 66 month old dairy cow born in late 2001 
• BSE case confirmed on February 26, 2008 – six year-old dairy cow born on December 

21, 2001 
• BSE case confirmed on June 23, 2008 – five year-old Holstein cow born in 2003 

 
It does not appear that Canada has taken all necessary measures to achieve the elimination of 
BSE from Canadian national cattle herd. Additionally, the CFIA expects to detect more BSE 
cases over the next 10 years in the Canadian national herd. Allowing Canadian cattle to be 
imported for breeding or herd replacement purposes has the high probability of introducing a 
BSE-infected animal into the U.S. America’s first case of BSE, you’ll recall, was in just such 
a Canadian-born animal that was exported to the U.S. and diagnosed in Washington State in 
2003. 
 
Now the recently released USDA OIG report suggests USDA has problems tracking and 
ensuring the health of cattle imported from Canada. We note that the OIG report covers a 
period prior to the reopening of the border to cattle for breeding or herd replacement purposes, 
but believe these problems are only amplified when the imported cattle are allowed to reside 
in the U.S. cattle population. The OIG report concludes that USDA’s “controls over live 
animal imports need to be strengthened to prevent, detect, and address the entry of live 
animals that do not meet import requirements.” 
 
Under the Animal Health Protection Act, the Secretary of Agriculture may prohibit the 
importation of any animal or article if the Secretary determines that the prohibition is 
necessary to prevent the introduction into or dissemination within the United States of any 
pest or disease of livestock. NMPF believes that the BSE situation in Canada is such that an 
animal could be imported into the U.S. and, if allowed to reside amongst the U.S. dairy herd, 
introduce or disseminate BSE in the U.S. This is evident by the number of cases of BSE from 
animals born after the USDA determined date of effective enforcement of their feed ban.  
 
We request that USDA close the Canadian border to the importation of cattle for breeding or 
herd replacement purposes until such time that USDA can sufficiently ensure the health of 
imported cattle and your ability to track these cattle. 
 
Sincerely,   

 
Jerry Kozak 
President & CEO 
National Milk Producers Federation 
 
Cc:  The Honorable Collin Peterson 
 The Honorable Bob Goodlatte 
 The Honorable Tom Harkin 
 The Honorable Saxby Chambliss   


