May 7, 2012

The Honorable Harry Reid The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United States Senate United States Senate

S-221 Capitol Building S-230 Capitol Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader Reid and Republican Leader McConnell:

The undersigned organizations urge you to bring the Agriculture Reform, Food and Jobs Act of
2012, which passed on a strong bipartisan vote of 16-5 by the Senate Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry on April 26, to the floor for consideration by the full Senate
as quickly as possible.

The stakeholders we represent need to know details of the programs which will be in effect in
2013 as soon as possible. Timely action will also enhance prospects for completing new
legislation this year rather than needing to extend current program authorities.

The Senate Committee bill already contributes agriculture’s fair share toward deficit reduction
by reducing spending by $23 billion. As Chairwoman Stabenow, D-Mich., said during the
committee’s markup, “Farm bills are never easy, and a farm bill like this is especially hard when
we’re making serious and needed reforms while also cutting the deficit by $23 billion.” Also, as
Ranking Member Roberts, R-Kan., stated, “We’ve performed our duty to taxpayers by cutting
deficit spending while at the same time strengthening and preserving the programs so
important to agriculture and rural America.”

This is one piece of legislation upon which all Americans depend, urban as well as rural. With
limited time remaining before expiration of current program authorities, time is of the essence.
While each of our respective organizations will continue to work to accomplish our key
priorities, the farm bill must move forward. We urge your leadership in allowing the Senate to
consider this legislation as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
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